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JOHN	GEORGE	DEMOCRATIC	CLUB	
														NEWSLETTER	—	May	2019											

	
SAVE	THE	DATE!	

	
Saturday,	October	26,	2019	

Noon	–	2	PM	
Everett	&	Jones	BBQ	

126	Broadway,	Oakland,	CA	
	

Congresswoman	Barbara	Lee	
Keynote	Speaker	&	Lifetime	

Social	Justice	Awardee		
	

Other	Awardees	Include:	
Wilson	Riles,	Jr.		

Youth	vs.	Apocalypse	
Daniel	Phoenix—President,	
Oakland	NAACP	Imani	Youth	

Council	

	
Police	accountability	forum	

	
JGDC forum with Henry Gage, Darwin Bond Graham and Walter 
Riley (left to right) 
	
The	Club	sponsored	a	forum	on	Police	Accountability	
on	 February	 26	 at	 the	West	 Oakland	 library.	 	 The	
panel	 included	 Henry	 Gage	 from	 the	 Coalition	 for	
Police	 Accountability,	 Darwin	 Bond	 Graham,	
journalist	 formerly	with	 the	 East	 Bay	 Express,	who	
has	 covered	 the	 Oakland	 Police	 Commission,	 and	
Walter	 Riley,	 Club	 Co-chair	 and	 attorney	 with	
extensive	experience	with	the	Oakland	Police.	
	
The	 forum	was	 titled	Police	 Accountability:	 	What	
Needs	 to	 be	 Done	 to	 Make	 the	 Oakland	 Police	
Commission	Effective?	and		was	prompted	in	part	by	
an	article	that	Darwin	wrote	in	the	East	Bay	Express	
under	 the	 headline,	 Oakland’s	 Lost	 Year	 of	 Police	
Accountability.			
	
Henry	 Gage	 explained	 that	 the	 Police	 Commission	
was	created	by	Measure	LL	in	2016	based	on	a	lack	of	
institutional	 trust”	 in	 the	 Police	 Department.		
Measure	LL	passed	with	83%	of	the	vote.	
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Darwin	traced	some	of	the	history	of	that	mistrust,	
which	 led	 to	 the	 creation	 of	 the	 Citizen’s	 Police	
Review	Board	 (CPRB)	 in	 the	1970s.	But	holding	 the	
police	accountable	proved	very	difficult	as	illustrated	
by	the	notorious	“Riders”	criminal	corruption	of	the	
1990s	and	numerous	other	cases.		These	cases	led	to	
federal	judicial	oversight	of	OPD	since	2003	with	no	
end	 in	 sight	 (see	 November,	 2018	 article	 here	 by	
Darwin	Bond	Graham)			
	
The	2016	sexploitation	scandal	was	a	final	straw	with	
Oakland	voters.	 	Gage	said,	“People	 in	power	need	
consequences	for	not	supporting	accountability.”	
	
But	as	with	the	CPRB,	holding	the	police	accountable	
is	easier	said	than	done.		As	reported	in	the	Oakland	
Post	 and	 the	Club’s	 	 Summer,	 2018	newsletter	 the	
new	Police	Commission	has	had	to	battle	to	control	
hiring	of	its	staff.	
	
Walter	 Riley	 declared	 that	 the	 Oakland	 Police	
Commission	“doesn’t	have	the	teeth”	to	take	on	the	
Police	 Department	 and	 the	 City	 Council	 is	 not	
prepared	to	take	the	lead.		He	said	that	federal	Judge	
Thelton	Henderson	 believed	 that	 “Oakland	 doesn’t	
have	the	will”	to	control	the	police.	
	
Please	 see	 the	 two	articles	 from	 the	Oakland	Post,	
May	1	–	7	edition,	reprinted	with	permission	in	this	
newsletter	for	the	current	status	of	the	issue.		To	stay	
informed	 about	 Oakland’s	 attempts	 to	 hold	 the	
police	 accountable,	 please	 get	 involved	 with	 the	
Coalition	on	Police	Accountability.	
	

	
Trump’s Hollywood star has a wall around it 

California Alliance for 
Retired Americans (CARA) 
Many of you do not know about California 
Alliance for Retired Americans (CARA). 
CARA is a broad-based coalition of over 
275 affiliated organizations with a 
combined membership of more than one 
million older Californians. This is a 
powerful grassroots organization that is 
united and able to speak out on issues 
and concerns of older adults.  We are the 
California affiliate of the four million 
member national organization, the 
Alliance for Retired Americans. 

Below are some of CARA’s 2018 
Accomplishments: 

1. Created the Senior Vote Program to 
communicate directly with over 25,000 
seniors in five Congressional districts to 
convey to them the importance of voting for 
candidates that will vote to Protect, Improve, 
and Expand Social Security and Medicare.  
 

2. Held 15 town hall and candidate events in 
April and nine election forums in September 
to educate seniors about important election 
issues. 

 

3. Gave 50+ Medicare/Medicaid and Social 
Security presentations to organizations in 
California. 

 

4. Granted $125,000 from the Thomas Long 
Foundation and $75,000 from the California 
Endowment in order to hire additional 
organizers for CARA, increasing our capacity 
throughout the State. Receiving a new grant 
from the Mary and Stanley Smith foundation 
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for our Empowered Elder Workshops and a 
first time grant from the Metta Foundation to 
support our Leadership Academies. 

 

On April 26, 2019, we had a free presentation entitled 
“How Will Medicare for All Impact Seniors and People 
with Disabilities.”  It took place at the Ed Roberts 
Center in Berkeley.  There we heard proposals that 
would provide guaranteed healthcare to all California 
residents at less cost to individuals, businesses and 
the public sector, the real explanation of what 
Medicare for All at the state and national levels.  Also 
why do Doctors, Nurses and other Providers supports 
it?   

Coming up on May 23rd is the Disability and Aging 
Capitol Action Day, 10:00 am – 3:00 pm at the Cesar 
Chavez Park, 901 I Street, South Capitol Steps in 
Sacramento.  This is another free event.  We plan to 
visit ALL of the legislators. This event includes a 
resource fair, a march to the steps of the Capitol, a 
rally, free lunch and lobbying on key disability and 
aging issues. 

The CARA Action Team meets on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. at the South 
Berkeley Center, for two hours.  For additional 
information about this dynamic organization, contact 
Sandra J. Johnson, CARA Co Convener/Community 
Vice President at sjjej@aol.com or 510 567-3527, or 
online www.californiaalliance.org.  

	
	

Schools	and	Community	First	
(Reforming	Prop	13)	

				
On October 15, 2018, the Schools and 
Communities First Coalition qualified the 
“California Schools and Local Communities 
Funding Act” for the November 2020 ballot, 
making it the first commercial property tax reform 

to qualify for the California ballot since passage 
of Proposition 13 in 1978.  

For 40 years, a commercial property tax loophole 
in Proposition 13 has benefited corporate 
landowners and investors at the expense of 
homeowners, renters and small businesses. 
While millionaires, billionaires and big 
corporations are reaping billions in tax 
giveaways, funding for California schools and 
community services has dwindled to chronic 
levels and the ranking of California schools has 
dropped nationally, to the bottom 10—despite 
the California economy being the 5th largest in 
the world.  

It’s time for this to change!  

The Schools and Communities First Initiative:  

Closes the Proposition 13 tax loophole and requires 
commercial and industrial properties to be assessed 
at fair market value, putting California on par with how 
most of the rest of the country assesses these 
properties.  
• This initiative only affects under-valued 

commercial properties, creating a level 
playing field with businesses that pay their fair 
share. 

• California’s commercial property taxes will 
still be among the lowest in the country 
because of Proposition 13’s limits on property 
tax rates—which this initiative does not 
change. 

• Restores over $11 billion a year for schools 
and community services.  

• $4.5 billion to support K-12 education and 
community colleges.  

• The remaining $6.5 billion to be shared by 
counties, cities and special districts to support 
community services, including health clinics, 
trauma care and emergency rooms, parks, 
libraries and public safety. 
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• Reforms commercial property taxes, while 
guaranteeing existing protections for 
residential property and agricultural land.  

• Benefits small businesses by:  
o Exempting owner operated small 

businesses from reassessment until they 
are sold,  

o Leveling the playing field so small 
businesses can compete more fairly with 
big corporations, and  

o Reducing small business taxes by 
eliminating the property tax on fixtures 
and equipment (the business personal 
property tax). 

o Mandates full transparency and 
accountability for all revenue restored to 
California from closing the commercial 
property tax loophole. 

The Schools and Communities First coalition unites 
every region, demographic and sector of California—
from north to south, urban and rural, workers and 
business leaders, seniors and young people, 
teachers and students, homeowners and renters, and 
long-time residents and newcomers. Over 280 
organizations have joined to restore funding to 
California schools and critical services and to make 
our tax system fair. Members include AFSCME, 
California Teachers Association, SEIU California, 
League of Women Voters of California, California 
Alliance for Retired Americans, the California 
Federation of Teachers, ACLU of Southern 
California, Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of 
California, Oakland Rising, Bend the Arc for Justice, 
Chan-Zuckerberg Initiative, ACCE, California 
Association of Nonprofits, Courage Campaign, the 
Parent Teacher Association, the San Francisco 
Foundation, Asian Pacific Environmental Network 
Action, and Power California. 
 
Find more information at 
https://schoolsandcommunitiesfirst.org  and 
https://lwvc.org/news/broad-coalition-submits-
860000-signatures-historic-prop-13-reform-initiative-
november-2020 

	

Is	the	Schaaf	Administration	
Hamstringing	the	Oakland	

Police	Commission?	
By Ken Epstein, 
Oakland Post, May 1 - 7 
 

Members and supporters of the voter-created 
Oakland Police Commission went to the City 
Council to seek support to end the city 
administrators’ continuous foot dragging and 
blocking the commission from doing its job to 
provide independent oversight of the Oakland 
Police Department.   

Reaffirming the need for an independent police 
commission, Council President Rebecca Kaplan 
and a majority of council members voted to 
require the City Administrator to hire commission 
staff, including an Inspector General, that are 
independent of the city administration.  

 

City Attorney Barbara Parker and City 
Administrator Sabrina Landreth, who reports to 
Mayor Libby Schaaf, are taking the position that 
the council resolution is illegal, violating the City 
Charter, and the administration does not have to 
implement it. (see accompanying article)  

The Police Commission was created in 
November 2016 by Measure LL,  an amendment 
to the Oakland City Charter that was passed with 
the backing of  83 percent of the voters. The 
commission is made up of seven regular and two 
alternate members, who are Oakland residents 
and serve in a volunteer  capacity. 

“It’s not enough that the community called for this 
in great, great numbers.  But we have been 
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hamstrung in  every way possible.  Talk about 
tools, talk about staff, we have none of them,”  
said  Regina  Jackson, chair  of  the  commission, 
speaking at the council  meeting.  “The City 
Administrator didn’t follow the vote or the 
direction of the City Council. The City 
Administrator acted as if the vote never 
happened,” said Jackson. “The problem is that 
we’re here to do a job in a volunteer capacity.  
We’re spending hours upon hours.  And 
everywhere we turn we’re stopped. It’s blatant   
obstructionism.”  

Police Commissioner Edwin Prather asked the 
council to support the commission so that it could 
start doing its work, speaking  at  the  April 9  
Public  Safety  Committee meeting. “We are  
behind the  eight ball – all the time . . . Whatever 
you can do to get us the help we need would be 
greatly appreciated,”  he said. He added that, 
when he took the position  on the  commission 
16 months ago, “I knew that getting  the  police  
department to accept oversight  where  none 
previously  existed  was going to  be  a  difficult  
thing. (But) I don’t think I understood that there 
were going to be forces in the  city  that were 
going to be dilatory  and obstructive  towards our 
progress.”  

The only position created so far has been an 
administrative analyst, but that person works in 
the City Administrator’s office  and  has  been  
told  not to attend Police Commission meetings,  
according  to police commissioners speaking at 
the council  meeting.  

The central issue at the meeting was the refusal  
of  City Administrator  Landreth  and City  
Attorney  Parker  to  allow the police  commission  
to create a staff job position for an Inspector 
General who would be supervised by the 
commission and not by the City  Administrator. 
Councilmembers voted 5-0  to  back  a  resolution 

reaffirming a  vote  last  year  that  required the  
City  Administrator  to  create  the  independent  
Inspector General position that would report to 
the Police Commission. The resolution was 
submitted by Councilmembers Kaplan, Noel  
Gallo  and Nikki  Fortunato Bas.   Also backing  
the resolution  were Councilmembers Sheng 
Thao  and  Loren Taylor. Dan Kalb abstained. 

 

 “There is  no  question  that Oakland residents 
value the necessity  of having  a  civilian police  
commission,  and  one  of the  first  steps  to  
ensure  an  effective  oversight body meant hiring  
an  Inspector  General whose duties including 
conducting  audits, review  policing practices  
and  procedures,”  said Kaplan. Over Landreth’s 
and Parker’s objections, the council last  July  
passed  an  ordinance requiring  all  staff  hired  
for  the commission  to  be  independent of the 
city administration.  Such independence would  
be necessary for the commission  to avoid  
undue  influence  by  the Oakland Police 
Department chain  of command,  which includes  
the  City  Administrator as the supervisor of the 
Chief of Police,  according  to council members.  
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Landreth  and Parker  have taken  the position 
that  the  ordinance violates  the part of the City 
Charter, which says all staff are  hired  and  
supervised by  the  City  Administrator.   Because 
they  view the  ordinance as illegal,  they argue 
they  do not have to implement  it. According to 
Karen Getman, an outside attorney  brought in 
by City Attorney Parker to give a  legal  opinion  
on the  matter, “The City Administrator   is not 
bound by the council’s  direction in that regard. . 
. The council cannot tell her she has to violate the 
charter,” said Getman.  

In a memo, Getman  argued that the 
councilmembers who supported the resolution in 
favor of the independent  police commission 
could  be  criminally charged and face “forfeiture 
of  office  upon  conviction.” Underscoring  the  
significance  of  the  conflict  between the council  
and the city  administration  over  creating  the 
Inspector General  position, Police  
Commissioner  Prather in his remarks to the 
Public Safety  Committee  said: “This  is a power 
grab, plain and  simple…It  is very  clear that the 
City  Administrator does not want this position to 
report to the Police  Commission.” Kaplan said 
she hoped the differences  over the City  Charter 
could be worked out in order for police  
commission to move  forward. However,  she 
indicated  that  the  council  may have  to  seek  
outside  legal  representation. 

	

City	Attorney	Attempts	to	
Block	Police	Commission	

By Jaime Omar Yassin  
Oakland Post, May 1 -7 
 
Oakland City  Attorney Barbara Parker made  a 
last-minute change to the City Council  agenda 
before  Tuesday’s Council  meeting, altering  the 
title  of—and  adding  content to—a proposed 
resolution  giving the Oakland Police 
Commission authority  to hire and supervise its 
Inspector General. The  change  to the  title  of 
the agenda  item  and addition  of an alternate  
resolution  was made by  the  City  Attorney’s  
office late  Thursday,  April  25,  after the regular 
Rules Committee meeting  for the  day  was 
canceled  due  to  lack  of  quorum, and without 
contacting  the Rules Committee Chair.  

Before  the  April  25  change, the title  of Kaplan’s 
item  read: “Adopt  a Resolution  Directing  The  
City  Administrator  To Proceed  with  The  Job 
Description For  The Position of Inspector  
General, As Approved By  The Police  
Commission.” But the version of the  item title  
that  appeared  on the City Council agenda for  
April 30 was effectively  for the opposite intent: 
“Adopt  A  Resolution Requesting That The  City 
Administrator  Expedite  The  Process To Obtain  
Civil Service Board Approval  Of And Post  The  
Job Description For  The Position Of Inspector 
General  To Support  The  Police  Commission 
And  Bring  A  Report  To The Council  Regarding 
The Anticipated Time  Frame.” 
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Terrorism	in	Haiti—	
First	Hand	Report	

By	Ken	Epstein,	Oakland	Post,	May	1	-	7	

Amid	 news	 of	 continuing	 atrocities	 against	 the	
civilian	population,	Congresswoman	Maxine	Waters	
and	 a	 delegation	 of	 activists	 –	 including	 actor	 and	
producer	 Danny	 Glover	 and	 Oakland	 civil	 rights	
attorney	Walter	Riley	–	visited	Haiti	 last	week	on	a	
mission	 to	 investigate	 conditions	 on	 the	 ground	 in	
the	country	and	report	back	to	the	American	public	
about	 a	 Human	 Rights	 emergency	 that	 remains	
underreported	in	the	mainstream	media.		

According	to	a	report	in	the	Miami	Herald,	“In	recent	
months,	gangs	have	been	terrorizing	the	population,	
accused	of	massacring	and	raping	poor	Haitians	and	
turning	parts	of	the	country	(including	the	La	Saline	
neighborhood	 of	 Port-au-Prince	 into	 no-go	 zones.”	
As	late	as	last	week,	there	were	reports	that	terrorist	
groups	 in	 La	 Saline	 set	 fire	 to	 homes.	Hundreds	 of	
people	have	been	killed	recently	in	targeted	killings.		

“When	we	learned	about	houses	being	burned	down,	
and	 the	 killings	 that	 took	 place,	 we	were	 appalled	
and	 shocked.	 We	 listened	 directly	 to	 some	 of	 the	
relatives	 of	 victims	 and	 victims	 tell	 us	 about	 that,”	
said	 Waters	 during	 a	 press	 conference	 at	 the	
Toussaint	 Louverture	 International	 Airport	 prior	 to	

leaving	 Haiti	 last	 Wednesday	 evening,	 the	 Miami	
Herald	 reported.	 Besides	 Rep.	 Waters	 (CA-43),	
Glover	 and	 attorney	 Riley,	 the	 delegation	 included	
social	Justice	activist	Pierre	Labossiere,	human	rights	
lawyer	 Brian	 Concannon	 and	 radio	 journalist	
Margaret	Prescod.	Prescod	filed	filmed	reports	from	
the	“no	go	zones”.	

Following	a	massacre	 in	La	Saline	 last	November,	a	
group	 of	 104	 members	 of	 the	 House	 of		
Representatives		called		on	Secretary		of	State	Mike	
Pompeo	 last	 month	 to	 conduct	 an	 independent		
investigation		of	the	extrajudicial		killings	allegations	
of	human	rights	 	violations	by	the	Haitian		National	
Police		Force;	U.S.	taxpayers’	dollars	should	not	go	to	
human	rights	violators.	

	“We	 have	 eyewitness	 reports	 and	 other	 evidence		
that	 these	are	not	 gangs,	 a	name	 that	 implies	 that	
they	 are	 independent	 of	 the	 government.	 	 These	
terrorists,	in	fact,	are	part	of	militias	that		have	been	
hired	to	terrorize		people		and		are		associated		with	
the	Haitian	 	Police	Department,”	 	said	Riley.	“It	 is	a	
policy	of	the	Haitian	government	and	backed	by	the	
U.S.	government,”	he	said.		

“The	 attacks	 on	 people	 in	 La	 	 Saline	 	 started	 	 as	
retaliation	 to	 demonstrations	 calling	 	 for	 Pres.	
Jovenel	Moïse	to	resign	over	stolen	billions		of	Petro	
Caribe	 	 money	 from	 	 Venezuela	 and	 systemic	
corruption	 in	failed	 	governance,”	 	he	 	said.	Among	
the	 atrocities,	 people	 have	 been	 burned	 alive,	
dismembered		and	fed	to	pigs,	said	Riley.		

Protesters	across	Haiti	vowed	to	continue		their		fight	
for	government	accountability	even	in	the	face	of	the	
brutality,	he	said.	“They	have	a	proud	sense	of	their	
history	
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John	George	Democratic	Club	 	 	 	
STEERING	COMMITTEE	
OFFICERS	 	
Co-chairs	–	Walter	Riley	and	Sandra	J	Johnson		
Recorder/Newsletter	Editor	-	Jack	Lucero	Fleck	
Treasurer	–	Phyllis	White	Ayanruoh	
Parliamentarian	-	Robert	Raich	
COMMITTEE	CHAIRS		
Political	Action	–	Vacant	
Program	&	Ed.	-	Laurie	Soman	
Membership	–	Sandra	J	Johnson			
	

Contact	us:	
John	George	Democratic	Club	
P.O.	18802		
Oakland,	94619.			
Phone:	510-436-7682,		
web:	www.jgdc.org		
email:		jgdc@igc.org	
Please	check	out	our	website.	 	 Let	us	know	 if	you	
have	ideas	for	the	website,	or	want	to	add	content.		
Facebook,	Twitter,	and	social	media—we're	
looking	for	a	volunteer	to	help—is	it	you?		Let	us	
know!	
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