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How	did	we	do	in	2018?	
	

The	Blue	Wave	
By	Jack	Lucero	Fleck	

	
It	took	a	while,	but	after	all	the	counting,	the	wave	
we	were	all	hoping	for	clearly	hit.		
	
Democrats	picked	up	about	40	seats	in	the	House	of	
Representatives,	 their	 biggest	 gain	 since	 1976	
following	 Watergate.	 	 But	 not	 as	 big	 as	 the	
Republican	gain	of		
	

	
	
	
	
52	 seats	 in	 1994	 when	 Newt	 Gingrich	 and	 the	
Republicans	gained	control	of		the	House	for	the	first	
time	since	1954.	 	And	not	as	big	as	 the	Republican	
Tea	Party	flip	of	63	seats	in	2010,	when	many	white	
voters	 suddenly	 realized	 that	 we	 had	 a	 Black	
president.		See	graph	below:	
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The	Senate	was	not	as	positive,	as	 the	Republicans	
expanded	 their	 control	 to	53-47	 seats.	 	Particularly	
disappointing	 were	 close	 races	 in	 Texas	 (Beto	
O’Rourke)	and	Florida	(Bill	Nelson).	 	But	Democrats	
did	 pick	 up	 seats	 in	 Arizona	 and	Nevada,	 and	 held	
seats	in	Montana	and	other	closely	contested	states.		
See	chart	of	Senate	results	below:	

	

Democrats	 also	 picked	 up	 several	 important	
governors’	 races—defeating	 Scott	 Walker	 in	
Wisconsin,	 and	Chris	 Kobach	 in	 Kansas.	 	 But	 losing	
very	 close	 races	 in	 Georgia	 (Stacey	 Abrams)	 and	
Florida	 (Andrew	 Gillum)	 was	 disappointing.	 	 Of	
course,	given	the	voter	suppression	in	those	states,	it	
is	clear	that	Abrams	and	Gillum	were	really	winners.	
Altogether,	Democrats	picked	up	seven	governships.	

Perhaps	 one	 of	 the	most	 hopeful	 outcomes	 of	 the	
election	in	Florida	was	the	approval	of	Proposition	4,	
which	enfranchises	1.5	million	formerly	incarcerated	
citizens	for	future	elections.			
	
The	 turnout	 of	 49.4%	of	 eligible	 voters	 nationwide	
was	the	highest	for	a	non-presidential	election	since	
1914	(although	hardly	anything	to	brag	about).	
		

	The	map	below	shows	the	results	of	governors	races:	

	

	
California	Results	

The	 Blue	Wave	 was	 especially	 strong	 in	 California.		
Democrats	 won	 all	 seven	 of	 the	 Congressional	
districts	 where	 Hillary	 Clinton	 had	 won	 a	 majority	
vote	 in	2016.	 	This	means	 there	are	46	Democratic	
Congressmembers	 and	 only	 7	 Republicans	 from	
California.	 	 And	 former	 Republican	 stronghold	
Orange	County	now	is	represented	by	all	Democrats!		
What’s	more,	the	California	House	and	Assembly	are	
similarly	 dominated	 by	 Democrats.	 Democrats	
control	29	of	the	40	senate	seats	and	60	seats	out	of	
80	 in	 the	 assembly,	 i.e.	 more	 than	 the	 2/3	
supermajority	required	to	pass	taxes	in	both	houses.	

Republican	 National	 Committeeman	 Shawn	 Steel	
called	 the	 California	 election	 results	 “a	 nuclear	
political	holocaust	for	Republicans.”	

The	 Democratic	 gains	 in	 California	 were	 strong	 all	
across	 the	 state.	 	 For	 every	 single	 congressional	
district	that	featured	a	face-off	between	a	Democrat	
and	 Republican	 in	 this	 midterm	 and	 the	 last,	 the	
California	 electorate	 shifted	 further	 blue.	 The	
average	 Democratic	 gain	 was	 9	 percentage	 points	
since	2014.	(from	CalMatters)						
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How	did	we	do	in	Oakland/Berkeley?	

In	a	word—Great!		Our	endorsed	candidate	won	15	of	the	21	possible	seats	where	we	made	endorsements.	
Some	highlights	include	progressives	Nikki	Fortunato	Bas	and	Sheng	Thao	joining	the	Oakland	City	Council;	Rigel	
Robinson	filling	the	shoes	of	longtime	progressive	leader	Kriss	Worthington	on	the	Berkeley	City	Council;	and	all	
five	tenant	advocates	winning	election	to	the	Berkeley	Rent	Control	Board.			

The	full	results	for	our	candidates	are	shown	below:	

Race	 Endorsed	Candidate(s)	 Winners	

BerkeleySchool	Board	 KaDijah	Brown	and	Julie	Sinai	
KaDijah	Brown,	Julie	Sinai,	Ty	
Alpert	

Berkeley	City	Council		 	
				District	1	 Igor	Tregub	 Rashi	Kesarwani	
				District	4	 Kate	Harrison	 Kate	Harrison	
				District	7	 Rigel	Robinson/Ces	Rosales	 Rigel	Robinson	
				District	8	 Lori	Droste	 Lori	Droste	

Berkeley	Rent	Board	
Soli	Alpert,	James	Chang,	
Paola	Laverde,	Maria	Poblet	

Soli	Alpert,	James	Chang,	Paola	
Laverde,	Maria	Poblet,	John	
Selawsky		

Berkeley	Auditor	 Jenny	Wong	 Jenny	Wong	
Oakland	Mayor	 Pamela	Price,	Cat	Brooks	 Libby	Schaaf	
Oakland	School	Board	 	
				District	4	 Clarissa	Doutherd	 Gary	Yee	
				District	6	 Shanthi	Gonzales	 Shanthi	Gonzales	
Oakland	City	Auditor	 Courtney	Ruby	 Courtney	Ruby	
Oakland	City	Council	 	
				District	2	 Nikki	Fortunato	Bas	 Nikki	Fortunato	Bas	
				District	4	 Sheng	Thao,	Pamela	Harris	 Sheng	Thao	
BART	District	4	 Robert	Raburn	 Robert	Raburn	
15th	Assembly	District		 Jovanka	Beckles	 Buffy	Wicks	

	 	 	
What	Happened	with	Those	State	and	Local	

Ballot	Propositions?	
By	Laurie	Soman	

	
State	Propositions	
The	Club	reviewed	and	made	endorsements	on	a	
number	of	state	propositions:	
	

§ Prop	1:		Veterans	and	Affordable	Housing	
Bond:	The	Club	recommended	a	YES	on	this	
bond,	which	would	authorize	$4	billion	in	
general	obligation	bonds	for	existing	
affordable	housing	programs	for	low-income	
residents,	veterans,	farmworkers,	
manufactured	and	mobile	homes,	infill,	and	
transit-oriented	housing.		The	proposition	
passed.	
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§ Prop	2:		Homeless	Housing	Bond:		The	Club	
recommended	a	YES	on	this	somewhat	
complicated	bond,	which	would	amend	the	
state	Mental	Health	Services	Act	to	fund	the	
“No	Place	Like	Home	Program”,	which	
finances	housing	for	individuals	with	mental	
illness.	The	measure	would	allow	the	state	to	
use	up	to	$140	million	per	year	of	county	
mental	health	funds	to	repay	up	to	$2	billion	
in	bonds.	These	bonds	then	would	fund	
housing	for	those	with	mental	illness	who	
are	homeless.		The	proposition	passed.	
	

§ 			Prop	3:		Water	Bond:		The	Club	
recommended	a	NO	on	this	bond,	which	
would	have	authorized	almost	$9	billion	in	
state	general	obligation	bonds	for	various	
infrastructure	projects	and	would	have	
resulted	in	increased	state	costs	to	repay	the	
bonds	averaging	$430	million	per	year	over	
40	years.		Club	members	agreed	with	the	
League	of	Women	Voters	that	this	measure	
would	pay	for	infrastructure	costs	benefiting	
private	business	with	public	dollars.		
Evidently	the	voters	agreed,	too,	as	the	
measure	failed.	
	 	 	

§ 	 Prop	4:			Children’s	Hospitals	Bond:		The	
Club	recommended	a	YES	on	this	bond	
measure,	which	will	authorize	$1.5	billion	in	
bonds,	to	be	repaid	from	state’s	General	
Fund,	to	fund	grants	for	construction,	
expansion,	renovation,	and	equipping	of	
qualifying	private	non-profit	and	UC	
children’s	hospitals.		This	proposition	
passed.	
	

§ 			Prop	5:		Property	Transfer	Tax	Changes:		The	
Club	recommended	a	NO	on	this	measure,	
which	would	have	extended	existing	
property	tax	savings	for	certain	homeowners	
to	all	homeowners	over	55	and	severely	
disabled	homeowners.	The	fiscal	impact	

would	have	been	profound,	with	schools	and	
local	governments	losing	over	$100	million	in	
annual	property	taxes	early	on,	growing	to	
about	$1	billion	per	year.	There	would	have	
been	a	similar	increase	in	state	costs	to	
backfill	school	property	tax	losses.		The	
proposition	lost.	
	

§ 			Prop	6:	Repeal	Gas	Tax:		The	Club	
recommended	a	NO	on	this	measure,	which	
would	have	repealed	a	2017	transportation	
law’s	taxes	and	fees	designated	for	road	
repairs	and	public	transportation.		Repeal	
would	have	resulted	in	reduced	ongoing	
revenues	of	$5.1	billion	from	state	fuel	and	
vehicle	taxes	that	mainly	pay	for	highway	
and	road	maintenance	and	repairs,	as	well	as	
transit	programs.		The	proposition	lost.	
	 	 	 	

§ Prop	7:		Daylight	Savings	Time:		The	Club	
recommended	a	NO	on	this	measure,	which	
gives	the	Legislature	the	ability	to	change	
the	daylight	saving	time	period,	with	a	two-
thirds	vote	and	if	the	changes	are	consistent	
with	federal	law.	Changes	to	daylight	saving	
time	would	depend	on	future	actions	by	the	
Legislature	and	potentially	the	federal	
government.		This	proposition	passed.	
	

§ Prop	8:		Kidney	Dialysis	Clinics:		The	Club	did	
not	make	an	endorsement	on	this	measure,	
which	would	have	required	rebates	and	
penalties	if	charges	in	kidney	dialysis	clinics	
exceed	certain	limits.	It	also	would	have	
prohibited	clinics	from	refusing	to	treat	
patients	based	on	payment	source.	This	
measure	failed.	
	

§ Prop	10:		Repeal	Costa-Hawkins/Rent	
Control:		The	Club	recommended	a	YES	on	
this	proposition,	which	would	have	repealed	
existing	state	law	that	currently	restricts	the	
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scope	of	rent	control	policies	that	cities	and	
other	local	jurisdictions	may	impose	on	
residential	property.		The	Club	supported	the	
measure’s	intent	to	give	local	jurisdictions	
the	power	to	make	their	own	decisions	
about	rent	control	policy	without	restrictions	
by	the	state.		This	measure	failed.	 	
	

§ Prop	11:		Private	Sector	Ambulance	Drivers:		
The	Club	recommended	a	NO	on	this	
measure,	which	mandates	that	current	law	
entitling	hourly	employees	to	breaks	without	
being	on-call	would	not	apply	to	private-
sector	ambulance	employees.	The	Club	
opposed	the	proposition	because	there	is	a	
current	court	decision	upholding	breaks	and	
there	is	pending	state	legislation	to	address	
the	issue,	so	members	felt	the	proposition	
was	unnecessary.		This	measure	passed.	
	 	 	

§ Prop	12:	Confinement	of	Farm	Animals:		The	
Club	recommended	a	YES	on	this	measure,	
which	would	establish	minimum	
requirements	for	confining	certain	farm	
animals	(calves	raised	for	veal,	breeding	pigs,	
and	egg-laying	hens)	and	prohibit	sales	of	
meat	and	egg	products	from	animals	
confined	in	noncomplying	manner.			This	
measure	passed.	

	
Local	Propositions	
The	Club	reviewed	and	made	recommendations	on	
numerous	local	propositions,	including	those	
affecting	the	Peralta	Community	College	District	and	
the	cities	of	Oakland	and	Berkeley.	
	

§ Both	Measure	E	(Peralta	Community	College	
Parcel	Tax)	and	Measure	G	(Peralta	
Community	College	District	Bond)	passed;	
the	Club	had	endorsed	both	of	them.			

	
The	Club	also	endorsed	all	the	City	of	Berkeley	and	
City	of	Oakland	measures:			

	
§ All	four	Berkeley	measures	passed,	including	

Measure	O,	which	calls	for	issuing	$135	
million	in	general	obligation	bonds	to	create	
and	preserve	affordable	housing	for	low-
income	households,	working	families,	and	
individuals	including	teachers,	seniors,	
veterans,	the	homeless,	and	persons	with	
disabilities,	and	Measure	P,	which	will	
increase	the	city’s	property	transfer	tax	for	
ten	years	to	generate	funds	for	purposes	
such	as	navigation	centers,	mental	health	
support,	rehousing	and	other	services	for	the	
homeless,	including	homeless	seniors	and	
youth.	
	

§ Five	of	the	six	Oakland	measures	passed,	
including	Measure	W	to	enact	a	“vacant	
property”	tax	to	fund	homeless	services	and	
resources	to	address	illegal	dumping	and	
discourage	vacant	properties,	and	Measure	
Z,	which	would	establish	workplace	
protections	and	a	minimum	hourly	wage	of	
$15,	increasing	annually	with	inflation,	for	
employees	of	Oakland	hotels	with	50	or	
more	guest	rooms.		Unfortunately,	Measure	
AA,	a	parcel	tax	to	fund	services	like	
expanding	access	to	early	childhood	and	
preschool	education,	received	62.5%	of	the	
vote	but	did	not	reach	the	required	2/3	
threshold.		

	
	
******************************************	
Washington,DC	 –	 Saying	 that	 “It’s	 terrible	 what’s	
going	on	right	now,”	Donald	J.	Trump	told	reporters	
on	Wednesday	that	“it’s	a	very	scary	time	for	men,	
because	women	can	vote	them	out	of	office.”	
--Andy	Borowitz,	in	December,	2018	Funny	Times	
	
******************************************	
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Moving	left	
Excerpt	From	An	Article	By	Miles	Kampf-Lassin	
--	In	These	Times	
	
Democratic	 voters	 are	 moving	 decidedly	 left	 on	
issues	 ranging	 from	 immigration	 to	 race	 to	
economics.	Republican	policies	like	massive	tax	cuts	
for	the	rich,	repealing	Obamacare	and	cutting	Social	
Security,	meanwhile,	are	fantastically	unpopular.	
	
A	 third	 of	 Senate	 Democrats	 (the	 most	 ever)	
now	support	Sanders’	Medicare	for	All	bill,	including	
other	likely	2020	contenders.	When	it	comes	to	the	
American	public,	a	stunning	70	percent	support	the	
idea,	 including	 over	 50	 percent	 of	 Republicans.	
And	 over	 half	 of	 Democrats	 who	 ran	 in	 contested	
House	races	this	year	backed	Medicare	for	All—a	first	
in	the	party’s	history.	
	
It’s	not	just	universal	healthcare.	Tuition-free	college,	
another	 cornerstone	 of	 Sanders’	 2016	 campaign,	
now	has	majority	support.	The	same	goes	for	a	$15	
minimum	wage.	And	when	it	comes	to	taxing	the	rich	
to	fund	social	programs,	three-quarters	of	Americans	
are	 on	 board.	 Over	 70	 percent	 of	 Americans	 now	
want	 to	 reduce	 mass	 incarceration	 and	 over	 90	
percent	want	to	enact	criminal	justice	reform,	with	a	
majority	recognizing	racial	bias	in	the	system.	
	
A	 federal	 jobs	 guarantee,	 a	 policy	 that	 would	
disproportionately	 benefit	 marginalized	
communities	 including	women	and	people	of	color,	
is	now	supported	by	a	majority	of	Americans.	
When	 it	comes	to	 the	dire	 threat	posed	by	climate	
change,	 the	 public	 is	 catching	 on:	 A	 poll	 this	
year	 found	 52	 percent	 of	 Americans,	 including	 69	
percent	 of	 Democrats,	 now	 believe	 the	 federal	
government	“has	a	great	deal	of	responsibility”	to	act	
urgently	to	mitigate	climate	change.	
These	 policies	 didn’t	 emerge	 from	 the	 mouths	 of	
Sanders	 and	 other	 progressive	 lawmakers—they	
were	 born	 of	 movements	 that	 demanded	 them.	
Whether	 it	 was	 nurses	 fighting	 to	make	 sure	 their	

patients	 had	 the	 care	 they	 deserved,	 fast	 food	
workers	 fighting	 for	 a	 living	 wage,	 indigenous	
communities	 protecting	 their	 land	 or	 low-income	
Americans	 pressuring	 the	 wealthy	 to	 pay	 up,	 their	
demands	are	now	mainstream.	

And	these	demands	should	form	the	basis	for	what	
policies	 Democrats	 push	 now	 that	 they	 hold	 the	
majority	in	the	House.			

 
******************************************	

Time	for	a	Green	New	Deal	
This	 article	 is	 condensed	 from	 an	 article	 by	 The	
Climate	Mobilization,	one	of	the	groups	that	pushed	
Oakland	and	Berkeley	to	declare	climate	emergencies	
earlier	this	year.	
	
	
This	 year’s	 horrendous	 fires	 in	 California,	 coupled	
with	 UN	 and	 other	 scientific	 reports,	 demonstrate	
that	the	climate	crisis	is	deepening.			Science	tells	us	
we	 need	 to	 stop	 using	 fossil	 fuels	 to	 stabilize	 the	
climate.		But	how	do	make	such	a	huge	step?	
	
One	answer	comes	from	Congresswoman	Alexandria	
Ocasio-Cortez	in	a	proposed	Green	New	Deal--a	10-
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year	 economic	 mobilization	 to	 move	 to	 a	 clean	
energy	 economy,	 and	 ensure	 economic	 prosperity	
for	all.			
	
Her	draft	resolution		calls	for	a	select	committee	with	
the	 authority	 to	 develop	 a	 “detailed,	 national,	
industrial,	 economic	 mobilization	 plan	 for	 the	
transition	of	the	United	States	economy	to	become	
carbon	 neutral	 .	 .	 .	 and	 to	 promote	 economic	 and	
environmental	justice	and	equality.”	
	
According	 to	 the	 draft	 resolution,	 the	 national	
mobilization	 plan	 shall	 “be	 executed	 in	 no	 longer	
than	 10	 years	 from	 the	 start	 of	 execution	 of	 such	
Plan”	 and	 shall	 also	 virtually	 eliminate	 poverty	
through	measures	such	as	a	job	guarantees.	The	Plan	
is	 to	 be	 completed	 on	 Jan.	 1,	 2020	 and	 the	
accompanying	 legislation	 completed	 two	 months	
later.	The	scope	of	the	plan	would	include:	
	
(1)	 100%	 of	 national	 power	 generation	 from	
renewable	sources;	
(2)	Building	a	national,	energy-efficient,	“smart”	grid;	
(3)	 Upgrading	 every	 residential	 and	 industrial	
building	 for	 state-of-the-art	 energy	 efficiency,	
comfort	and	safety;	
(4)	 Decarbonizing	 the	 manufacturing,	 agricultural	
and	other	industries;	
(5)	 Decarbonizing,	 repairing	 and	 improving	
transportation	and	other	infrastructure;	
(6)	 Funding	 massive	 investment	 in	 the	 drawdown	
and	capture	of	greenhouse	gases;	
(7)	Making	 “green”	 technology,	 industry,	expertise,	
products	and	services	a	major	export	of	the	United	
States,	 with	 the	 aim	 of	 becoming	 the	 undisputed	
international	 leader	 in	 helping	 other	 countries	
transition	 to	 completely	 carbon	 neutral	 economies	
and	bringing	about	a	global	Green	New	Deal.	
	
This	is	a	strong	foundation	for	a	national	mobilization	
effort	and	a	critically	important	turn	toward	the	truth	
of	 what	 must	 be	 done	 to	 address	 the	 climate	
emergency	at	the	commensurate	speed	and	scale.			
	

The	 youth	 group,	 Sunrise	Movement,	 is	 demanding	
that	Nancy	Pelosi	support	the	Green	New	deal	 in	an	
action	at	the	Federal	Building	on	December	12.		The	
demands	 are	 that	 the	 Green	 New	 Deal	 Select	
Committee	 be	 empowered	 to	 draft	 legislation	 that	
will	be	ready	to	go	for	a	new	administration	in	2020,	
and	 that	 none	 of	 the	 members	 of	 the	 committee	
accept	 funding	 from	 fossil	 fuel	 companies.	 	 Stay	
tuned!	
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Please	check	out	our	website.	 	 Let	us	know	 if	you	
have	ideas	for	the	website,	or	want	to	add	content.	
(and	 thanks	 to	 Sasha	Berkowitz	 for	helping	us	 set	
this	up!)	
	
Facebook,	Twitter,	and	social	media—we're	
looking	for	a	volunteer	to	help—is	it	you?		Let	us	
now!		
	
	
	
	
	


