JOHN GEORGE DEMOCRATIC CLUB
NEWSLETTER, December 2017
Photos from John George Social
Justice Awards
Thanks to all who came for making
this a succesful and lively event!
October 18, 2017, at Everett & Jones
BBQ in Oakland
Pamela Price, keynote speaker, spoke of fighting for
social justice in California prisons, to stop sexual
harassment, and in support of other civil rights cases.
Pamela is a candidate for Alameda County District
Attorney. She is an Elected Member of the
Alameda County Democratic Party Central
Committee; 18th Assembly District Woman of the
Year 2017; and National Lawyers Guild 2016
Champion of Justice

Gay Cobb gives Alona Clifton special recognition
from BWOPA. Alona served as co-chair of JGDC
from 1990 - 2014; she was presented the Lifetime
Social Justice Award from co-chair Walter Riley

Young Adult Social Justice Spirit Awardee Gabrielle
Henry—a scholar-athlete at Oakland High School,
President of the NAACP Imani Youth Council.

Jan Thyer and Lichi Fuentes received the Cultural
Action for Social Justice Award. Jan and Lichi are coDirectors of La Peña Community Chorus. They have
worked tirelessly for decades to lead the chorus in
songs of peace, justice, and solidarity with Latin
America and the world. They are led chorus
members and the audience in singing the United
Farmworkers anthem, “De Colores”. Lichi is on the
right of the photo playing a guitar; Jan is in the center
holding a violin.

Ms. Margaret Gordon—Social Justice Award. Ms.
Margaret is a pillar defending environmental justice,
as long time leader West Oakland Economic
Indicators Project, as a former member of Oakland’s
Port Commission, and a community leader for many
years.

Dorothy King and John Jernegan--Community
Service Social Justice Award. Dorothy and John have
been owners of the Everett and Jones restaurant in
Jack London Square for over 20 years. They have
used the venue to host many progressive events over
the years and they have used their resources to feed
the homeless. Their award was presented by activist
and artist Bronnie Hazelwood.

Assemblymember Rob Bonta spoke to the gathering
describing recent accomplishments such as making
California a sanctuary state, and talking about
challenges ahead.
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All volunteers must submit a Working
America in the Central Valley volunteer
sign-up form and be trained before
canvassing with us.

Flipping California
Thanks to Vince Casalaina for providing
this information

If you have not previously trained with us,
select your date below, then on the RSVP
form, be sure to select the "come early"
option in the drop down menu to be
trained in Modesto before your
shift. Trainings will take place promptly at
10:00 a.m. before Saturday shifts and at
3:00 p.m. before weekday shifts. When
you RSVP for an event, be sure to choose
the proper start time based on whether
you have previously been trained or not.

California may be a blue state, but we do
have 14 Republicans out of the 53
Congressional seats representing us in
Congress. 2018 gives us a chance to flip
these districts. In particular, activists are
focusing on Congressional Districts 10
and 21, both in the Central Valley.
District 10 includes the cities of Tracy and
Modesto; it is represented by Jeff
Denham. District 21 is south of the 10 th
and is over 70% latino; it is represented
by David Valadao.

2) Sign Up for Volunteer Shifts
Now you're ready to hit the streets with us
to talk – and listen – and make a
difference.

At least 8 groups are on the ground now
working to flip these districts. These
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Volunteer shifts in CD 10 stage from our
Modesto office at 1003 10th Street, Suite
A. Volunteer shifts in CD 21 will stage
from locations to be posted here, on the
Working America website, and will be
nearby the area we are canvassing at the
time.

Working America
Democratic Club of Greater Tracy
California Democratic Party
California Away Team
Democratic Women’s Club of
Stanislaus County
Organizing For California
SuperPACs
Indivisible Berkeley

Space is limited for volunteer shifts, so
please only RSVP to events you will be
able to attend.

Below is some information about how to
volunteer in District 10 with one of the above
groups--Working America—the community
affiliate of the AFL-CIO.

CURRENT VOLUNTEER SHIFTS
•

Before you attend a training event with us,
be sure to fill out this volunteer
form and email or fax it to (510) 8354913.

•
•
•

1) Attend a Volunteer Training
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Tuesday, December 19, 4:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. Modesto RSVP Now
Saturday, January 6, 11:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. Modesto RSVP Now
Wednesday, January 10, 4:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. Modesto RSVP Now
Saturday, January 20, 11:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. Modesto RSVP Now

•

Saturday, January 27, 11:00 a.m. 4:00 p.m. Modesto RSVP Now

Hold on for another wild year in
2018—time to take back the
Congress!

You will receive an automated
confirmation when you sign up. You will
also receive an automated reminder
before your event date. If you accidentally
sign up for the wrong date, just sign up
again for the correct one, but be aware
that you will still get an automated
reminder for both the correct and incorrect
date. Staff will also send you orientation
materials.

John George Democratic Club
STEERING COMMITTEE
OFFICERS
Co-chairs – Walter Riley and Sandra Johnson-Simon
Recorder/Newsletter Editor - Jack Lucero Fleck
Treasurer – Phyllis White Ayanruoh
Parliamentarian - Robert Raich
COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Political Action – Paul Cobb
Program & Ed. - Laurie Soman
Membership – Sandra Johnson Simon
Contact us:

For more details visit:
https://www.workingamerica.org/centralval
ley/volunteer
If you have any additional questions,
please call the Working America office
at (209) 214-6719.

John George Democratic Club
P.O. 18802
Oakland, 94619.

The election is less than one year away.
It is crucial that we take away control of
the Congress from people who are
committed to massive tax give-aways to
the rich, cutting health care and all social
services, attacking immigrants and all civil
rights, . . .! If you can find the time, this
is a great way to turn the tide.

Phone: 510-436-7682,
web: www.jgdc.org
email: jgdc@igc.org
Please check out our new website. Let us know if
you have ideas for the website, or want to add
content. (and thanks to Sasha Berkowitz for helping
us set this up!)

**************************************

Facebook, Twitter, and social media—we're
looking for a volunteer to help—is it you? Let us
know!

News item: Attempting to deny reports of a
rift between him and Donald Trump,
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson told
reporters that he remains, “fully committed
to this moron’s agenda.” (from Andy
Borowitz, Funny Times, December, 2017)

4

