
 

JOHN GEORGE DEMOCRATIC CLUB 

NEWSLETTER--July, 2013 

Club Forum: 
 

Climate Change and its 
Impact:   Now Coming  

to Oakland! 
 

September 17 

5:30 – 7:00 PM 

West Oakland Library—

18th & Adeline 
Panel includes:   

 Margaret Gordon—West Oakland 
Environmental Indicators Project, co-
director 

 Catalina Garzon—Pacific Institute 
and Oakland Climate Action Coalition 
Climate Resilience & Adaptation 
Committee, co-chair (with Margaret 
Gordon) 

 Jack Lucero Fleck—350 Bay Area (and 
JGDC recording secretary) 

******************************** 

Save the Date:   
Wed, October 23, 2013 

John George Social Justice 
Awards—5:30 – 7:30 pm 

Theme:  Stemming the Race to 
the Bottom 

John George Youth Awards 
 
This year's John George Youth Award focused on 
gender equity.  Elementary students were asked to 
draw a picture showing girls and boys playing 
cooperatively together.  The winning drawing by 
Angel Diamond from Hoover Elementary is shown 
below.  The winning essay—on the theme "How do 
we promote gender equity in today's world?"--for 
middle school students was by Hadil Ghanem from 
West Oakland Middle School (see below).  Ali 
Dharhan from Martin Luther King Elementary 
School also received a special recognition art award 
and Quincey Wesley from McClymonds High School 
received an award for submitting a quality essay. 
 
The awards were presented at the West Oakland 
Library on June 8.  Top prize winners received $150 
to open credit union accounts and $150 gift 
certificates.  Sherry Alexander and Lorenzo Artadi 
from the Community Trust Credit Union made a 
presentation and opened new accounts for the 
awardees. 

Award winning drawing 
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Angel Diamond, Art Contest Winner 

Gender Rights and Freedom—Essay Winner 
by Hadil Ghanem, 6th Grade, West Oakland Middle 
School 

 
There have been plenty of controversies over the 
subject of gender equality and it was mostly from 
the women's side.  Women did not have many of 
the rights that they have today and did not have the 
chances that the men had.  Gender equality does 
not mean that women and men be the same and be 
treated alike, but it means the women and men get 
the same rights and opportunity to resources.  
There are still those who do not believe women and 
men should have the same rights, but there are 
more who support the equality and are fighting 
everyday to have freedom and choices for both 
genders. 
 
In school there are students who may joke about 
how boys are better at sports and can do things 
better than girls can, but they know that us girls are 
very strong and can be as tough as them.  It is a 
good thing that nowadays girls and women have 
the right to play sports and be athletic just as the 
men and boys can, because now we can show them 
that we can do the things they can and are strong 
enough to handle it.  Now this does not just go for 
girls but it goes for guys too.  There are many guys 
who now have an opportunity to do what women 
are entitled to and not be discriminated for it.  You 

see many guy cooks, dancers, singers, and 
gymnastics that are very good at what they do and 
even though there will be those who will judge 
them and make fun of them; they can do what they 
love because they have the right to do so. 
 
I have seen many changes in other countries as well 
as America, for example my own country, Yemen, 
women did not have any rights whatsoever.  
Women could not drive, have jobs, or have a voice 
in anything.  Now there are many who are working 
and can even be in politics so they can speak their 
minds and have privileges that the men have.  I 
have even seen some women who drive, which is 
something you rarely see in my country, but of 
course only if their families allow it. 
 
Another thing I want to say is that there will always 
be sexists who will put you down and make you feel 
like you are not good enough to do what they can 
or that others can; the key is to believe in yourself 
and as time passes on women and men, girls and 
boys will have many more equality rights.  To 
conclude I am thankful for the rights that have been 
put out to women and men because it has changed 
many people's lives like the athletes and the jobs 
that women and men have access to.  I am thankful 
that there are still people everyday fighting for 
human rights and are not giving up and that is 
inspirational to me. 

 
Hadil Ghanem reads her essay while her  

justifiably proud father looks on 
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Frank Kellum, June 8, 2013 

Remembering John George 

Interview with Frank Kellum  
by Jack Lucero Fleck 
 

Frank Kellum met John George in 1976.  Here's how 
they met and became close friends: 
 
One night, Frank was leaving the Fox Night Club, on 
MacArthur Blvd. across from Kaiser Hospital, 
because he felt the club was getting a bit too 
rowdy.  The club's bouncers had detained someone 
and were holding him until the police could arrive. 
 
Frank was heading toward his car when he noticed 
two police officers confront a man on the sidewalk. 
 Frank noticed that the man looked a bit like the 
one who the bouncers were holding.  But this man 
was totally perplexed when the police stopped him 
and began beating him on the legs.  He kept asking, 
"Why are you doing this?"  Frank started to run 
away, but when he saw the police hit the guy in the 
head and split his skull open, he turned around and 
fought the police to make them stop beating this 
innocent man.  He succeeded in getting them to 
stop--Frank knows some martial arts and was able 
to knock both police officers to the ground.   
Eventually the police arrested both Frank and the 

one they had beaten and put them into their police 
wagon. 
 
At about that time the police received a call from 
the Fox Night Club asking why they hadn't picked up 
the person they were detaining.  This caused some 
confusion on the part of the police, because they 
had in fact made an arrest; they then realized they 
had arrested the wrong people.  They picked up the 
guy from the club and were driving around with the 
three of them trying to figure out what to do.  Frank 
was banging on the wall of the police wagon telling 
them they needed to get the guy they had beaten 
to a hospital.   
 
For all of this, Frank was charged with interfering 
with an arrest and for assault on a police officer. 
 
While his case was pending, Frank ran into John 
George, an Oakland attorney, at DeLauer's 
Newsstand in downtown Oakland.  He had met John 
about a month before when a friend had taken him 
to hear John speak at a campaign meeting, and had 
introduced him to John. Frank explained his case to 
John and asked for help.  John said he would take 
the case, and since Frank couldn't afford to pay him, 
John asked Frank to volunteer for his campaign for 
Board of Supervisors, which was still in its early 
stages.  
 
 Frank was very willing to do so, and he 
accompanied John on the campaign trail through 
many appearances.  He got to know John and his 
family and they became very close.  He remembers 
John as being a "persistent, hard worker, . . . very 
intelligent."  John's "initial campaign was intense," 
explained Frank.  He encouraged John to keep at it, 
even though John had run out of money, and had 
mortgaged his house to run for office.  John was 
concerned that his law practice was being neglected 
due to the demanding campaign. 
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In spite of the hardships, John won the election and 
went on to serve for 12 more years before he 
passed away. 
 
Frank was also pleased to relate that his case went 
to a jury trial shortly after John won his election, 
and Frank was acquitted with the support of John 
George as his attorney.  Frank is fond of his 
memories of John George and is proud to be a 
member of the John George Democratic Club.  He 
also noted that his wife works at the John George 
Psychiatric Pavilion in San Leandro, named after 
John because of his advocacy for mental health. 
 

 
John George and friends 

 

 California:  #1 in prison spending 
         #46  in education (K-12) 
         #50 in education (College & University) 

 

How will climate change affect low 
income and working people in 

Oakland, and what should 
progressives be doing about it? 

by Jack Lucero Fleck 
 

President Obama declared on June 25, "I don’t have 
much patience for anyone who denies that this 
challenge is real.  We don’t have time for a meeting 
of the Flat Earth Society."   

He went on to say that climate change is happening 
now:  "The potential impacts go beyond rising sea 
levels.  Here at home, 2012 was the warmest year in 
our history.  Midwest farms were parched by the 
worst drought since the Dust Bowl, and then 
drenched by the wettest spring on record.  Western 
wildfires scorched an area larger than the state of 
Maryland.  Just last week, a heat wave in Alaska 
shot temperatures into the 90s."  

President Obama did not add that climate change is 
going to get much worse. Many scientists feel that 
the current level of CO2 in the atmosphere (around 
400 parts per million) will push the warming past 4 
degrees fahrenheit, which will lead to catastrophic 
extreme weather and sea level rise. 

The solution is "more action, less hot air," as 350 
Bay Area puts it.  Join the Summer Heat Richmond 
march and rally on August 3 to demand climate 
action.  See flier below. 

The demonstration will commemorate the fire at 
the Chevron refinery on August 6, 2012, and will 
demand that Chevron install new, safer pipes, and 
stop importing dirty high sulfur oil. 

But we are already too late to avoid serious impacts 
of global warming.  Besides supporting legislation to 
replace fossil fuels with clean energy, there are 
additional legislative actions needed to address the 
coming impacts of climate change: 

http://www.350bayarea.org/
http://www.350bayarea.org/
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1.  Rising seas and megafloods—low income people 
in Oakland live in the flatlands, closer to the bay.  
We will need evacuation plans, relief shelters, 
relocation, rebuilding plans with more flood 
resistant structures. 

2.  Drought—rising food costs & water rationing  
We need to support food stamps/WIC/other food 
programs/plus low income lifeline rates for water 
with higher charges for excess use. 

3.  Energy costs—Renewable energy (mostly solar 
and wind) may cost more up front, but will save 
money in the long run; also renewables will reduce 
asthma and other air pollution impacts on low 
income neighborhoods.  We need to subsidize clean 
energy for low income residents. 

4.  Loss of jobs in refineries; impact on Bay Area 
economy--only a small portion of refinery income 
goes to the workers at the refineries, and replacing 
oil with solar, wind, and electric cars will provide 
even more jobs.  We need to support job training 
programs, ensure hiring for clean energy from 
displaced workers and low income, local 
communities. 

5. Increasing numbers of immigrants/climate 
refugees from around the world will lead to housing 
shortage and rent increases.   We need to support 
more affordable housing, immigration reform, and 
rent controls. 

Please come to the JGDC forum on September 17 
to discuss more about climate change in Oakland 
and beyond, and what you can do (see front of this 
newsletter for details). 
************************************************** 

In Memory of David 

Glover, Community Leader and Civil 

Rights Activist, 1952-2013 

During the past 30 years, Mr. Glover led OCCUR in 
publishing neighborhood profiles and histories of 
every community in the city. OCCUR is an 
organization dedicated to improving the lives and 
conditions of low income residents, neighborhoods 
and communities, particularly in East Oakland. 

 As the Executive Director, Mr. Glover successfully 
led the organization in building and revitalizing 
neighborhoods and communities throughout the 
Oakland and Bay Area region. Mr. Glover’s notable 
successes include spearheading the development of 
the Eastmont Technology Center, developing the 
Oakland Equity Policy, and initiating the “A Model 
Built on Faith” program. 

****************************************** 

From Jim Hightower:  Local TV stations made $2.9 
billion in political ads in 2012 (and you wonder why 
they do little-or-no investigative stories on the 
money corruption in politics?).  The take was 38% 
more than in 2008. 
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Covered California:  How will it 

Affect You? 
(from Keith Carson's June 20, 2013 newsletter) 
 

You have probably heard about Obamacare, or the 
Affordable Care Act, the landmark 2010 law that 
overhauls the nation’s health insurance laws and 
requires most people over 18 to be covered starting 
January 1, 2014. But what does the law mean for 
you and your family? When can you sign up? Will it 
be affordable? The State of California has set up a 
website to answer questions about Covered 
California, the health insurance marketplace where 

legal residents can buy insurance that guarantees 
coverage even if you get sick or have pre-existing 
conditions. 
 
California is the first state in the nation to enact 
legislation under the Affordable Care Act and 
recently announced the 13 health insurance plans 
that will provide coverage to California residents. 
Here in Alameda County, residents can choose 
between Alameda Alliance for Health, Anthem Blue 
Cross, Blue Shield California, and Kaiser. The 

enrollment period will last from October 2013 to 
March 31, 2014, with coverage starting on January 
1, 2014. If you don’t sign up for coverage by January 
1, 2014, the IRS will start penalizing you on your 
federal income taxes. 
 

Covered California will be open for individuals who 
don’t have insurance through their employer and 
don’t qualify for other government programs, as 
well as small businesses. If you are already on 
MediCal, MediCare, HealthPAC (Alameda County’s 
program for low income residents) or insurance 

through your employer, you don’t need to do 
anything new. If you currently pay more than 9.5% 
of household income for insurance premiums, you 
may be eligible for subsidies if you apply for 
coverage through Covered California.  Purchasing 
insurance through Covered California is designed to 
be easier than finding a plan yourself because the 

exchange allows you to directly compare plans, 
similar to a travel website like Orbitz.   

 
Covered California is also the only place you will be 
able to use tax credits or subsidies from the federal 
government to reduce your health care costs.  The 
plans offered through Covered California must  
provide Essential Health Benefits guaranteed by the 
Affordable Care Act. These services include regular  
doctor’s visits, hospitalization, emergency care, 
maternity care, pediatrics, prescriptions, medical 
tests, mental health care, mammograms and 
colonoscopies.  Covered California will offer four 

simple plan levels:   Platinum, Gold, Silver and 
Bronze.  As shown in the table, the consumer pays a 
higher premium for the higher metal levels but less 
in co-pays and other costs when using medical care. 
For the lower levels, the consumer pays a lower 
premium but higher costs when utilizing care. 
 
Costs depend upon family size, household income 
and eligibility for subsidies. For example, a 40-year 
old single mother of three earning $35,000 per year 
could pay as much as $8,784 per year without 
assistance. With the federal subsidy, she could pay 

as little as $1,368 annually, or about $114 per 
month. Covered California’s website includes a cost 
calculator that allows consumers to estimate the 
costs of coverage before signing up. 

 

For more information, visit http://coveredca.com or 

call 888-975-1142. 

 

 

 



 7 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT – IT’S 

IMPACT IN THE AFTERMATH OF 

SUPREME COURT DECISION 

The Supreme Court on Tuesday, June 25, 2013 
effectively struck down the heart of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 by a 5-to-4 vote, freeing nine 
states, mostly in the South, to change their election 
laws without advance federal approval. At the core 
of the disagreement was whether racial minorities 
continue to face barriers to voting in states with a 
history of discrimination. 

The 5-4 decision handed down by the Supreme 
Court that declared Section 4 of the Voting Rights 
Act unconstitutional because it used, to quote Chief 
Justice Roberts, “a formula based on 40-year-old 
facts having no logical relation to the present day.”  

The decision will have immediate practical 
consequences. Texas announced shortly after the 
decision that a voter identification law that had 
been blocked would go into effect immediately, and 
that redistricting maps there would no longer need 
federal approval. Changes in voting procedures in 
the places that had been covered by the law, 
including ones concerning restrictions on early 
voting, will now be subject only to after-the-fact 
litigation. 

President Obama…said he was “deeply 
disappointed” by the ruling. Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg summarized her dissent from the bench, 
an unusual move and a sign of deep disagreement. 
She said the focus of the Voting Rights Act had 
properly changed from “first-generation barriers to 
ballot access” to “second-generation barriers” like 
racial gerrymandering and laws requiring at-large 
voting in places with a sizable black minority. She 
said the law had been effective in thwarting such 
efforts, thereby, diluting the effect of a potential 
voting block. 

The law had applied to nine states — Alabama, 
Alaska, Arizona, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, 

South Carolina, Texas and Virginia — and to scores 
of counties and municipalities in other states, 
including Brooklyn, Manhattan and the Bronx.  

Additionally, the following counties in California will 
be affected: Monterey, King, Yuba and Merced. 
These counties have large Latino populations.  

The majority held that the coverage formula in 
Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act, originally passed 
in 1965 and most recently updated by Congress in 
1975, was unconstitutional. The section determined 
which states must receive clearance from the 
Justice Department or a federal court in 
Washington before they made minor changes to 
voting procedures, like moving a polling place, or 
major ones, like redrawing electoral districts. 
Without pre-clearance, it appears that it will be up 
to non-government organizations and the media to 
alert the DOJ of wrongdoing. 

Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, which sets out 
the preclearance requirement, was originally 
scheduled to expire in five years. Congress 
repeatedly extended it: for five years in 1970, seven 
years in 1975, and 25 years in 1982. Congress 
renewed the act in 2006 after holding extensive 
hearings on the persistence of racial discrimination 
at the polls, again extending the preclearance 
requirement for 25 years. But it relied on data from 
the 1975 reauthorization to decide which states and 
localities were covered.  

The current coverage system, Chief Justice Roberts 
wrote, is “based on 40-year-old facts having no 
logical relationship to the present day.” “Congress 
— if it is to divide the states — must identify those 
jurisdictions to be singled out on a basis that 
makes sense in light of current conditions,” he 
wrote. “It cannot simply rely on the past.” 

The decision did not strike down Section 5, but 
without Section 4, the later section is without 
significance — unless Congress passes a new bill for 
determining which states would be covered. 
However, the ruling, a 5-4 decision by Chief Justice 

http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-96_6k47.pdf
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/717244-supreme-court-decision-in-shelby-county-v-holder.html#document/p32
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/06/23/us/voting-rights-act-map.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/06/23/us/voting-rights-act-map.html
http://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/12pdf/12-96_6k47.pdf
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John Roberts, leaves the future of the law deeply 
uncertain because it will be up to a sharply divided 
Congress to redraw the map, if it can agree on one 
at all. With no qualification for which states submit 
to pre-clearance, Section 5 is voided. 

The Fifteenth Amendment provides that “the right 
of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of race, color, or previous 
condition of servitude,” and it gives Congress 
“power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.” 

In her written dissent, Justice Ginsburg said that 
Congress was the right body to decide whether the 
law was still needed and where. Congress 
reauthorized the law in 2006 by large majorities; 
the vote was 390 to 33 in the House and unanimous 
in the Senate. President George W. Bush, a 
Republican, signed the bill into law, saying it was 
“an example of our continued commitment to a 
united America where every person is valued and 
treated with dignity and respect.” 

“Beyond question, the V.R.A. is no ordinary 
legislation,” she wrote. “It is extraordinary because 
Congress embarked on a mission long delayed and 
of extraordinary importance: to realize the purpose 
and promise of the Fifteenth Amendment,” the 
Reconstruction-era amendment that barred racial 
discrimination in voting and authorized Congress to 
enforce it.  

“For a half century,” she wrote, “a concerted effort 
has been made to end racial discrimination in 
voting. Thanks to the Voting Rights Act, progress 
once the subject of a dream has been achieved and 
continues to be made.”  

“The court errs egregiously,” she concluded, “by 
overriding Congress’s decision.” All roads lead to 
the U.S. Congress to redress this grave harm.  

The new movement to restore the voting rights 
act will hold a demonstration on: 

Saturday, Sept. 7, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. at 
San Francisco City Hall Plaza. 

Additional suggestions for involvement: 

 Sign one of the many online petitions 

 Write to your congressperson; write to your 
family, friends, colleagues, asking them to 
contact their congressperson 

 

The goal is to inspire activist, political, civil and religious 
leaders in other cities throughout the country to take 
similar actions. 

Information provided by Oakland Post articles and 
various Google alert sources.  

Compiled by Alona Clifton  

With Liberty & Justice for All    
by Peggy Moore 
 

During the last week of June, the U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to overturn a District Court order 
declaring Proposition 8 unconstitutional.  The Court 
also declared it unconstitutional for the federal 
government to discriminate against same-sex 
couples and their families by refusing to recognize 
the marriages of those couples.  For folks like me, 
these decisions were both politically and personally 
profound. 
 
As an African American woman who stands on the 
shoulders of those before me who fought for civil 
rights and women’s rights, I grew up understanding 
that justice should be every human’s birthright but 
that justice can be all too easily denied.  Justice 
requires vigilance, and this has guided me in 
everything I have done in my career. 
 
As a lesbian, I also stand on the shoulders of those 
before me who took great risks simply to live their 
lives with integrity and who refused to pretend to 
be something they were not.  As the issue of 
equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
people began to appear in courts, legislatures, and 
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on the ballot in this country over a decade ago, I 
knew I had to stand up for justice. 
My personal commitment to justice for all led me to 
become an organizer for the campaign to defeat 
Proposition 22 (also known as the Knight Initiative), 
on the ballot in California was in March of 2000.  
That was the first time the freedom to marry was 
overwhelmingly rejected by voters.   
 
But movements for justice don’t give up.  Thirteen 
years and dozens of ballot measures later, same-sex 
couples and their families found justice in the 
Supreme Court.  We aren’t completely there yet, 
but we are so much closer now. 
 
The issue of marriage speaks not only to my passion 
for justice, but to my commitment and love for my 
own family.  As we all know, the personal is political 
– and vice versa.   This work and these court 
decisions significantly impact my life. 
 
As so many humans do, I fell in love with a 
wonderful person, and I intend to spend the rest of 
my life with her.  We are a team, we are in this 
together, we want to support each other for better 
or for worse.  In this, we share our family values 
with all kinds of diverse families throughout the Bay 
Area.   
 
Now, we are planning our wedding.  We will 
exchange vows and trust in our love to carry us 
through our lives.  Justice includes us.   
 
Of course, we can’t and won’t stop until justice 
includes everyone.  Just as the marriage decisions 
bring justice closer, the Supreme Court in the same 
term gutted the Voting Rights Act  – an action sure 
to result in the denial of justice to millions of 
Americans.  Clearly there is much more work to do 
before we truly have justice for all.   
 
We celebrate the victory of justice for California 
families, and then we roll up our sleeves and get 
back to work. 

Also from Jim Hightower:  41% of working age 
adults are not employed.  25% of children under 
age five—the most vulnerable and important years 
of life—live in poverty in the U.S., i.e. under $23,000 
for a family of four. 

 

Get Active!  Join us on the JGDC 

Steering Committee!   
We have a couple of vacancies on our steering 
committee.  As we head toward the 2014 election 
year, this is a great time to join us and add your 
energy to building the progressive wing of the 
Democratic Party!   

 

 

Join Now Or Renew Your Membership  
 

Join us to add your voice to keep the progressive 
spirit of John George alive.  
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name_________________________________ 

Address_______________________________ 

______________________________________ 

Tel: (D)______________(E)________________ 

Email:_________________________________ 

Enclosed are my dues for: 

____$30 (Reg). 

____$10 (Low Income) 

____$50 (Sustaining) 

____$100(Sponsor) 

Please make checks payable to John George 

Democratic Club and mail to P.O. 18802 

Oakland, 94619.  Contact: 510-436-7682, email: 
jgdc@igc.org, web: www.jgdc.org 
 

mailto:jgdc@igc.org
http://www.jgdc.org/
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John George Democratic Club 

STEERING COMMITTEE 
OFFICERS  
Co-chairs - Alona Clifton, Walter Riley 
Recorder/Newsletter Editor - Jack Lucero Fleck 
Corresponding Secretary – Sandra Johnson 
Simon 
Treasurer – Charles Robinson 
Parliamentarian - Robert Raich 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
Political Action - vacant 
Program & Ed. - Laurie Soman, 
Resolution Committee -- vacant  
Fundraising - Jacqueline Howell 
Membership – Sandra Johnson Simon 


